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Aims & scope 
The early modern colonization of the Americas ranks among the most influential developments 
that shaped the modern world. Between the initial exploratory European contacts with the 
Americas in the late fifteenth century and the eventual independence of American states from 
Europe lies the multifaceted development of small communities into large colonies, which drew 
upon their European inheritance and their New World experience and interaction with non-
European cultures and societies to form distinctive cultures and identities.  
 
The peer-reviewed Journal of Early American History is dedicated to the advancement of scholarly 
understanding of the history of the colonization of the Americas and will appear three times annually. 
It offers explorations on any aspect of early American history to a broad audience of historians.  
These investigations may be conceived in the broadest way chronologically, geographically, and 
thematically, whether in explicitly comparative studies, or by the grouping of studies.  
 

Online submission 
Papers should be submitted using our online electronic submission system which can be accessed 
at http://www.editorialmanager.com/jeah/. 
 

General instructions 
The journal’s house style is as follows:  
 
Articles should be between 8,000 and 10,000 words in length.  
Authors should include an abstract of approximately 150 words, 5-8 keywords as well as a brief 
biographical note about the author(s). 
 
Language  
American English should be used, conforming to The Chicago Manual of Style (15th edition). 
 
Titles, Subtitles and Headings  
Titles, subtitles and text subheadings should be selected for succinctness and interest. Uppercase 
initial letters should be used. Contributors are encouraged to use two levels of subheadings, flush 
left, preceded and followed by a line space.  
H1 should be bold  
H2 should be italicized. If a third level is necessary, H3: italic, indented, no line space below it.  
 
Abbreviation of Organization Names  
Well-known acronyms such as the US, UN may be used. Only provide an abbreviation when the 
name appears more than once. The full name should be given at first mention with the 
capitalized abbreviation in parenthesis; OECD, AU, UNESCO.  
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Body and Treaty Names  
Use the complete name for the first citation, and after, the more familiar version: Commission of 
the European Union; thereafter, the European Commission.  
 
Block Quotations  
Lengthy quotations should be included as a block quotation; preceded by a colon and a line space, 
indented and then followed by a line space. Do not use italics or quotation marks.  
 
Dates  
30 August 2008  
 
Foreign Words and Phrases  
Words in common usage such as elite and détente are in roman, terms such as coup d’état should 
be italicized.  
 
Hyphens  
Hyphens are used in prefixes, attributive use (“well-known” author), when two “e”s are together 
(re-establish) and for fractions (one-third),  
 
Lists  
Lists should be used for long or complex items, introduced by a colon and line space. Use bullet 
points, starting each item with a capital letter, and then closed by a full stop, and followed by a 
line space.  
 
Numbers  
Spell out numbers to twenty, thereafter use numerals, except at the beginning of a sentence. Do 
not mix words and numbers (use “from 6 to 60”).  
 
Region Names  
Use lower case for general regions, or areas such as northern Europe, but the West, the South. 
Capitalize terms referring to a definite area, region or country, South Africa, Northern Ireland, 
South Korea, South America. 
 
References and Citations  
Please use only numbered footnotes, not endnotes or a bibliography. 
 All references should be given in full at first mention and should be as complete as possible. 
Subsequent citations can be abbreviated to surname. “Chapter Title” (or book title), date (only if 
necessary for clarification) Upper case titles, italic for book, journals and television or radio 
programs. 
 
Examples: 
Jaap Jacobs, New Netherland: A Dutch Colony: A Dutch Colony in Seventeenth Century America (Leiden, 

NL, and Boston, MA: Brill Academic Publishers, 2005). [Thereafter, Jacobs, New Netherland.]  
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L.H. Roper and Bertrand Van Ruymbeke (eds.), Constructing Early Modern Empires: Proprietary 
Ventures in the Atlantic World, 1500-1750 (Leiden, NL, and Boston, MA: Brill Academic 
Publishers, 2007). [Thereafter Roper and Van Ruymbeke, Constructing Early Modern Empires.] 

Jaap Jacobs, “Dutch Proprietary Manors in America: the Patroonships in New Netherland”, in L.H. 
Roper and Bertrand Van Ruymbeke (eds.), Constructing Early Modern Empires: Proprietary 
Ventures in the Atlantic World, 1500-1750 (Leiden, NL, and Boston, MA: Brill Academic 
Publishers, 2007), pp. 301-326. [Thereafter, Jacobs, “Dutch Proprietary Manors in America”, 
p. 310.] 

Bertrand Van Ruymbeke, “Refugiés Or Émigrés?  Early Modern French Migrations to British 
North America and the United States (c. 1680 – c. 1820), in Itinerario, vol.30, no. 2 (2006), pp. 
12-32.  [Thereafter, Van Ruymbeke, “Refugiés Or Émigrés?”, pp. 15-18.] 

BBC News, 23 February 2005. 
New York Times, 23 August 2005, pp.xx-xx. 
 

Consent to publish 
Transfer of copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to 
the publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author 
needs to sign the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 
 
Open Access 
In case the author wishes to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open 
option, which allows for a non-exclusive Open Access publication in exchange for an Article 
Publishing Fee, and sign a special Brill Open Consent to Publish. 
More information on Brill’s policy on Open Access can be found on http://brill.nl/openaccess.  
The Brill Open Consent to Publish can be downloaded from http://brill.nl/downloads/BrillOpen-
Consent-to-Publish.pdf.  
 


