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This volume examines the complex relationship
between economic and non-economic objectives
in WTO law. It discusses how non-economic
objectives (such as the protection of public
morals, life and health, environment, or human
rights) can serve as justification for trade-
restrictive measures normally prohibited under
WTO law. The relevant non-economic grounds
of justification are analysed, as well as the
substantive and procedural requirements which
restrain the use of trade-restrictive measures
taken for non-economic purposes. The issues
covered by this book also have wider systemic
implications for the WTO. Only if the WTO

can demonstrate that it is not just concerned
about free trade, but respects non-economic
objectives as well, is it likely to remain a
sustainable and legitimate form of governance.
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The major problem associated with the
regulation of transnational mergers, which
affect several national markets, is the allocation
of jurisdiction. Each country concerned

may wish to exert jurisdiction and apply its
national competition law to regulate the anti-
competitive effects a merger may have in its
territory. However, this approach may lead

to risks of inconsistent decisions regarding
the legality of mergers. Indeed, the national
competition laws applied by the regulating
authorities may diverge in several aspects,
which raise the likelihood of inconsistency.
Therefore it is desirable to opt for regulatory
approaches which are more sensitive to the
transnational nature of mergers and which
allow cooperation between competition
authorities.
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