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Scope  

Language Dynamics and Change (LDC) is an international peer-reviewed journal that welcomes 
papers on all aspects of historical linguistics, including submissions that bridge the gap between 
historical linguistics and other relevant disciplines, such as the study of human evolution, 
archaeology, genetics, and computational modeling.  
 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

Submission of an article for publication in any of Brills’ journals implies the following: 
 
1. All authors are in agreement about the content of the manuscript and its submission to the 

journal. 
2. The contents of the manuscript have been tacitly or explicitly approved by the responsible 

authorities where the research was carried out. 
3. The manuscript has not been published previously, in part or in whole, in English or any other 

language, except as an abstract, part of a published lecture or academic thesis. 
4. The manuscript has not and will not be submitted to any other journal while still under 

consideration for this journal. 
5. If accepted, the author agrees to transfer copyright to BRILL and the manuscript will not be 

published elsewhere in any form, in English or any other language, without prior written 
consent of the Publisher. 

6. If the submission includes figures, tables, or large sections of text that have been published 
previously, the author has obtained written permission from the original copyright owner(s) 
to reproduce these items in the current manuscript in both the online and print publications 
of the journal. All copyrighted material has been properly credited in the manuscript. For 
more information on the reuse of figures, please go to brill.nl/downloads/Rights-in-
Images.pdf. 
 

Online Submission  

LDC now uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via the 
Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/ldc. First-time users 
of EM need to register first.  Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login 
menu. Enter the information requested.  
When you register, select e-mail as your preferred method of contact. Upon successful 
registration, you will receive an e-mail message containing your Username and Password. If you 
should forget your Username and Password, click on the "Send Username/Password" link in the 
login section, and enter your first name, last name and email address exactly as you had entered 
it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to you. 

http://www.editorialmanager.com/ldc)
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Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions to Authors’. When 
submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of 
the various files. 
A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 
generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All 
correspondence, including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 
 
Double-blinded Peer Review 
LDC uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know 
who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you 
submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page which 
includes the full title of the manuscript plus the name, affiliation, full postal and e-mail addresses 
of all authors, including any acknowledgements. This page will not be accessible to the referees. 
All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.)  should not contain any information concerning 
author names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document properties should also 
be anonymized.  
 
File Format 
Manuscripts should be submitted in Word and in PDF with the fonts embedded, or in TeX/LaTeX 
and PDF with the fonts embedded. 
 
Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact: 
wichmann@eva.mpg.de.  For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also 
contact the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.nl. 
 

Submission Requirements 

Language 
Articles and book reviews should be written in American English. Spelling should be consistent 
throughout. 
 
Length 
Article manuscripts should not exceed 10,000 words. Book reviews should be 4,000 words or less. 
 
Font 
In writing the manuscript, use a normal, plain font (e.g. 12-point Times Roman). Do not use 
desktop publishing features such as justification, centering, automatic numbering, etc. Italics 
should only be used for emphasis, cited data, and second level headings.  Italicize original data 
from any attested language. Asterisked forms pertaining to reconstructed or hypothetical 
languages are not italicized. Underlined text will be changed to italics. Bold should only be used 
for the main headings. Do not hyphenate words at the end of a line. 

mailto:wichmann@eva.mpg.de
mailto:em@brill.nl
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Transliteration and Non-Roman Fonts 
All linguistic data must be transliterated. For glosses the Leipzig Glossing Rules should be 
followed. More specific font guidelines can be found on the Brill Author Gateway at: 
brill.nl/Author_Gateway. 
 

Manuscript Structure 

General 
Manuscript pages should be numbered consecutively, single-spaced with wide margins on all 
sides (use ragged rather than justified right margins.  
Papers that are submitted for initial consideration should be complete, including all notes, 
bibliographical references, tables, etc. Final versions must be proofread carefully before 
submission; please use your spelling and grammar check.  
For general rules on style, see the Chicago Manual of Style (chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html) 
or the MLA Style Guide. The journal reserves the right to conform contributions to its style. 
 
Manuscript Order 
Articles should be assembled in the following order: title page with all author details, title, 
abstract, keywords, introduction, content-related sections (each section with an appropriated 
numbered heading text), conclusions, acknowledgements, appendices, reference list, tables, 
figures (grouped together). 
 
Abstract and Keywords 
A short abstract (150 - 250 words) and two to six keywords in lower case letters should be 
included.  
 
Notes on Contributors 
A short CV (maximum 60 words) will be required upon acceptance of the final article to be used 
for the section with notes on contributors.  
 
Headings 
Please make sure that each heading level is clearly numbered. Headings should be restricted to 
two levels. First level headings in bold, capitals for first letter of main words (Abstract, 
Introduction, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, References or other variants if 
appropriate), flush left, separated by blank lines from text.  
Second level headings in italic, capitals for first letter of main words, flush left, and separated by 
blank lines from text.  
Third level headings are as for second level headings, but without an empty line separating from 
following text.  
New paragraphs must be indented (except after headings). They should not be separated from 
each other by an empty line. 
 

http://www.brill.nl/Author_Gateway
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Kraaij.BRILLW2K/Local%20Settings/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/CG0T0WI5/chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html


Language Dynamics and Change 
brill.nl/ldc 

 
Instructions for Authors  
 

Last revised on 27 September 2011  page 4 of 6 

Capital Letters  
Capitals should only be used for the first letter of main words of title and headings, first letters of 
sentences, first letters of proper names and first letters of specific words (e.g., Table, Fig.) that 
should be emphasized. 
 
Comments  
Use footnotes and not endnotes. 
 
Quotations 
Use single quotation marks (‘) for quotes within quotes and for translations within glosses. 
Quotations exceeding 40 words should be displayed in left-right indented form, as a separate  
paragraph, single-spaced and without quotation marks. Shorter quotes should be retained (with 
quotation marks) within the body of the text. Spelling within quotes should reflect the original. 
Cited data (including English) in the body of the text: The gloss follows, without a  comma, in 
single quotes. 
 
Lists 
Indent all numbered examples and enclose each number in parentheses; and use such 
parenthesized numbers also in the body of the text whenever reference to such examples is made. 
For conventions on interlinear morpheme-by-morpheme glosses we refer to the Leipzig Glossing 
Rules (LGR). The most recent version of the LGR can be found at: 
eva.mpg.de/lingua/resources/glossing-rules.php. 
 
Text Citations  
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of quotations and for supplying complete and correct 
references.  The complete details of references should be given in a reference list at the end of 
the paper, in alphabetical order. 
References to the bibliography should be given  in abbreviated form in the body text.   
as: Surname (2011: 1-20), or (Surname, 2011): Breiner (1996: 158-167) or (Breiner, 1996). 
In-text references to more than one author should be given as: (Wierzbicka, 1991; Montes, 1999: 
36).  
 
References 
References should conform to the following examples: 

Nettle, Daniel. 1999. Linguistic Diversity. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
Swadesh, Morris. 1950. Salish internal relationships. International Journal of American 

Linguistics 16: 157-167. 
Ross, Malcolm D. 1996. Contact induced change and the comparative method: Cases from 

Papua New Guinea. In Mark Durie and Malcolm D. Ross (eds.), The Comparative 
Method Reviewed: Regularity and Irregularity in Language Change, 180-217. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

http://www.eva.mpg.de/lingua/resources/glossing-rules.php
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Barbujani, Guido and Robert R. Sokal. 1990. Zones of sharp genetic change in Europe are 
also linguistic boundaries. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the U.S.A. 
87: 1816-1819. 

Heggarty, Paul, Warren Maguire, and April McMahon. 2007. Accents of English from 
around the world. Downloadable at http://www.soundcomparisons.com/ 
(accessed June 18, 2010). 

Kaufman, Terrence S. 1963. Mixe-Zoque diachronic studies. Unpublished ms., University 
of Pittsburgh. 

Heeringa, Wilbert. 2004. Measuring Dialect Pronunciation Differences Using Levenshtein Distance. 
PhD dissertation, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen.  
 

Figures 
All illustrative material must be copyright cleared on final submission for publication. 
All figures and tables must be cited consecutively in the text. References to figures should consist 
of the complete word only at the beginning of a sentence and in the figure captions; otherwise 
the abbreviations “Fig.” or “Figs” are used. Examples:  Fig. 1, (Fig. 1), Figs 1, 2. 
Figures should be drawn for reproduction within the type page leaving enough space for the 
figure captions. Figures should be numbered with Arabic numerals and include a title.  Figures 
should be submitted as separate source files in .eps, .tif, or .jpg format, in a size suitable for the 
typesetting area of the journal which is (110 x 175 mm). The resolution of these files should be at 
least 300 dpi for half-tone figures, and 600 dpi for line drawings. Number the files, and indicate in 
the manuscript where they are to appear (Fig. 1 here). 
The text in a figure must be legible, and should not be smaller than corps 7. The size of this 
lettering for any text in a figure should be the same for all figures in the manuscript. 
Figure captions should not be attached to the figures but should be typewritten on separate 
sheets at the end of the manuscript. 
 
Tables 
Tables should be kept as simple as possible. Use of bold and capitalized words must be avoided. 
Vertical lines are not allowed, and horizontal lines must be limited to the minimum, with the 
data ordered in a convenient way.  
References to tables should consist of the complete word, first letter capital (also in the middle of 
a sentence or in brackets) plus number in Arabic numerals: Table 7 or (Table 7). 
 

Publication 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully 
for factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are 
strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly 
on the proofs.  At this stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. 
Alterations to the original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication 
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and, therefore, are not accepted unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned 
promptly. 
 
E-Offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to the corresponding 
author  of articles or reviews for personal use. Brill is a RoMEO green publisher. Authors are 
allowed to post the pdf post-print version of their articles on their own personal websites free of 
charge. This means they can show the article exactly as it appears in print. The institute 
employing the author is allowed to post the post-refereed, but pre-print version of articles free of 
charge on its repository. The post-refereed, pre-print version means the final accepted version of 
the manuscript before typesetting.  
 

Consent to Publish 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to 
the publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author 
needs to sign the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 
 
Open Access 
In case the author wishes to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open 
option, which allows for a non-exclusive Open Access publication in exchange for an Article 
Publishing Fee, and sign a special Brill Open Consent to Publish. 
More information on Brill’s policy on Open Access can be found on brill.nl/open-access-policy.  
The Brill Open Consent to Publish can be downloaded from brill.nl/downloads/BrillOpen-
Consent-to-Publish.pdf.  
 

http://www.brill.nl/open-access-policy
http://brill.nl/downloads/BrillOpen-Consent-to-Publish.pdf
http://brill.nl/downloads/BrillOpen-Consent-to-Publish.pdf

